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Washington, D. C. 20231 

Sir: 



RECEIVED 

\m 2 7 1996 
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In the Office Action dated February 22, 1996, a Restriction Requirement was 
issued with respect to three groups of claims. Application hereby provisionally elects 
to prosecute the claims in Group I, namely claims 1-14 drawn to a vertebra fusion 
device. This election is, however, made with traverse. 

Specifically, it is believed that the claims 23-27 of Group III should also be 
considered at the same time as the claims in Group I. It is first believed that the 
search and examination can be readily conducted for both groups of claims at the 
same time. In addition, the method of Group III generally requires a fusion device of 
the type described in claim 1, for instance. For example, method claim 23 defines a 
step of providing hollow fusion device having a cylindrical outer surface interrupted 
by opposite flat sides, the outer surface having external threads. These limitations 
I ha.'-sfet/ certify jh^descxibiafi. the device in the method claim can be found in device claim 1, specifically 
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in the first clause defining a body having a hollow interior, the second clause in which 
the body is defined as having flat opposite side walls and the third clause identifying 
the external threads. In view of the foregoing, it is believed that the relationship 
between the device and method claims is sufficiently close to warrant consideration 
in the present application. 

Reconsideration of the Restriction Requirement is hereby requested. 
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